The reaction of aniline with 2,3-O-isopropylidene-D-glyceraldehyde supplies the dimeric form of the expected Schiff's base which may serve as a model for the initial step of the Maillard reaction.
The non-enzymic browning reaction between reducing sugars and amino acids or proteins (often called the Maillard reaction [1] ) may involve Schiff's base formation as an early step in the process [2] . We, therefore, tried to find some model reactions between simple sugars and amino acids in order to be able to isolate the corresponding Schiff's bases. The reactions between glyceraldehyde or dihydroxyacetone, respectively, and the sodium salts of glycine or alanine [3] always lead to amorphous brown products which cannot be purified by common chromatographic processes. The IR-Spectra of these compounds show the band of C=N-stretch vibration superposed from the COO~-vibration. The IR-Spectra coincide with other observations [4] . These compounds can be treated with Ni/H2. The hydrogenation not always passes quantitatively. The formation of oligomeric compounds already on this early step in the reaction sequence, cannot be excluded.
Thus we tried to prevent the possible oligomerisation by blocking the OH-groups of the glyceraldehyde. In order to stabilise the Schiff's base, an aromatic amine (aniline) was used. The resulting colourless substance, however, is the dimeric product of the expected Schiff's base 2. The monomeric form cannot be isolated. Dimeric products of Schiff's bases have been observed several years ago [5] .
The analogous reaction between aniline and dihydroxyacetone in contrast leads to a brown * Present address: Kulzer & Co. GmbH, Philipp-ReisStr. 8, D-6393 Wehrheim. 0340-5087/83/0400-0530/$ 01.00/0 polymer product. The reaction between dihydroxyacetone with blocked OH-groups and aniline is still observed.
The spontanous dimerisation of the Schiff's base to 2 leads us to the reception that the first reaction of a condensation between glyceraldehyde and an amino acid may be the formation of the dimeric Schiff's base which can polymerize by spontanously forming coloured products. 
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